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Burean du Ministre J Frar ponr iy Réfonme Adninistrative (France} S ichy
Centre des Projets ¢f des Fludes sur o Secteur Pablie Docteur METANIOS AL HALAB!
(C.PESE)

Directeur Général
MINISTERE DE LA CULTURE ET DE
L' ENSEIGNEMENT SUPERIEUR

Voire interfocuteur Téléphone direct

Mrs Dan NAPAR/Roland MERCHAT 33 147 56 58 37
Date Votre référence Notre référence Télécopie directe
11 Octobre 1994 33147 56 17 62

Objet : Bibliothéque Nationale du LIBAN

A [lattention du Docteur HALAB!

Cher Docteur,

-

Nous faisons suite 4 notre entretien du 10 octobre 1994 relativement a notre
savoir-faire dans la gestion technique centraliste de batiments, et plus précisement
notamment dans celle de la Bibliothéque Nationale de France, et nous vous informons que

nous serions tres heureux de vous apporter tout notre concours 3 I'élaboration du projet de la
kibliotheaque du Liban,

Nous considerons en effet que :

- une bibliotheque doit étre i la mesure de la Culture de son pays.

- elle doit &tre le lieu privilégié de rencontre entre les grands débats culturels destinés a
mettre en valeur la Francophonie et les relations multiculturelles.

- elle doit permettre le maintien de la mémoire culturelle qui est un devoir vis a vis des
générations futures.

- elle doit donner I'accés ala culture (écrite et audiovisuelle) la plus large partie de la
population. C'est un acte d' Education et de conservation de I'identité d'un peuple.

- le batiment doit &tre a la hauteur de ses ambitions et les buts qu'un pays phare dans
cette partie du monde doit se fixer.

- la vision de l'avenir (perrenité) est trés importante pour pouvoir concevoir un batiment
qui doit traverser des siécles.

- C'est notre devoir que de faire partager l'expérience unique de notre participationala
construction de la Bibliothéque Nationale de France et de par sa promotion établir le lien



Date Votre référence Notre référence Page

11 Octobre 1994 2

entre la Culture, I' Architecture et les Technologies de pointe pour la conservation et la
consultation du patrimoine culturel de ce pays.

Nous avons le plaisir de vous proposer de vous organiser une visite de la Nouvelle Grande

Bibliotheque de France, lors de votre prochain passage 2 Paris, soit du 27 octobre au 03
novembre 1994,

Cela pourrait étre e point de départ d'une cooperation permettant au Liban de partager notre
expérience en la matiere.

Nous vous serions trés reconnaissant de bien vouloir nous permettre de rencontrer son
excellence Monsieur Michel EDDE pour I'entretenir de tout cela, sachant que nous sommes
4 BEYROUTH jusqu' a vendredi.prochain Cette rencontre pourrait-étre 1'occasion de

présenter a8 Monsieur le Ministre notre projet de symposium reiatif & la mise en place de la
Bibliotheque Nationale du Liban.

Tout en vous en remerciant par avance, nous vous prions de bien vouloir agreer, cher
Monsieur, I'expression de notre tres haute considération.

Dan NAPAR

Rpland MERCBAT -

i




CDNL 94/7

Public Relations and Marketing Efforts in National Libraries.

The National Library of Norway wishes to build up a collection of material and knowhow
about public relations and marketing cfforts in National Libraries with the scope of
possibly turning this into a sort of clearinghouse for such information.

The membership of the CDNL is invited to share their views on these matters, and are
also urged to send material and information they find appropriate to the National Library
of Norway, c/o Mrs Elisabeth S. Christensen, who is the present secretary of the CDNL.

BR
30.6.94
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"Memory of the World"”

Enclosed you will find a short presentation of Unesco’s "Memory of the World"-
programme.

The National Libraries and the National Archives in the Nordic countries together with
NORDINFO (The Nordic Council for Scientific Information) and the National
Commission for Unesco in these countries, arc planning a conference in Oslo in June 1996
as a follow up to the "Memory of the World" initiative.

The organizeres will welcome suggestions from the CDNL that may be considered in the
final programme for the conference, and it will also be appreaciated if the CDNL would
consider an active involvement in both this conference as well as other efforts made in
promoting the "Memory of the World"-programme.

BR
30.6.94
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CDNL 94/5

VOUCHER SCHEME TO SIMPLIFY PAYMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL
INTERLIBRARY LENDING: PROGRESS REPORT

1.

Background

In November 1993, work commenced on research into the practical implications of
the voucher scheme. A number of areas of work were identified, and a progress
report would be written by August 1994.

The objectives set were:

1)
i1}
iii)
iv)
v)
vi)
vii)
Viil)

Establish a Working Group to oversee the project and give advice.
Determine the sale/redemption value of the voucher and duration of validity.
Establish legality in international currency terms.

Decide the format of vouchers.

Investigate the financial arrangements for a library "bank".

Investigate the use of the system in electronic format.

Decide on a group of countries to test the system.

Prepare a preliminary report.

The Working Group

2.1

2.2

A working group was established to oversee the work and give advice. The
group has not met physically, but members have been consulted regularly by
fax on all aspects of the project.

Members of the Working Group are: David Bradbury (British Library
Document Supply Centre), Heinz Fuchs (University of Gottingen &

IFLA Section on Document Delivery and Interlending), Niels Mark (State &
University Library Arhus and IFLA Section on Document Delivery &
Interlending), Peter Lor (Director of the State Library, Pretoria,

South Africa), Christopher Wright (Head of Interlending, Library of
Congress, Washington), Svetlana Prosekova (Deputy Director, Russian State
Library, Moscow), Abdelaziz Abid (PGI Programme, Unesco),

Monica Guerrero (Centro de Investigacion y Docenia Economicas, Mexico),
Graham Cornish (Programme Officer, IFLA UAP Programme).

Director of the Programme: avid Bradbury



6.3

The scheme would be administered from the IFLA Office, which would deal
directly with the bank where the account 1s held. It is thought unlikely that
British Library Finance Department would be involved in the running of the
scheme.

7. Electronic use of the voucher

Work has concentrated on a paper voucher at present. It is possible that, once the
scheme has become established using a physical voucher, the idea will be able to be
transferred to electronic systems.

8. Testing the system

Initial discussions have taken place for pilot projects with:

8.1  Bavarian State Library. Project funded by Deutsche
Forschungsgemeinschaft to investigate the use of the voucher for
interlending between German and east European libraries.

8.2  British Library DSC Worldwide Searches. WWS would act as a borrower,
using the voucher to pay for certain Z-search transactions.

8.3  British Library DSC Customer Services. Request form purchasing section
(PRF) have agreed in principle to accept vouchers in payment for loan
request forms and international photocopy coupons.

8.4  All projects are proposals only, and would not begin until after August and
the CDNL Meeting.

9. Preliminary report

A report will be written for August 1994 outlining progress made in the
implementation of the scheme, and detailing the next steps to be taken.

IFLA Office
20 June 1994
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CONFERENCE OF DIRECTORS OF NATIONAL LIBRARIES

LEGAL DEPOSIT AND ELECTRONIC PUBLISHING

One of the main responsibilities of naticnal libraries is to
assemble comprehensive collections of the published outputs
of their countries, record and crganise them for use, and
preserve them for posterity. National libraries have been
able to develop their printed collections through legal
deposit, a government provision which places a legal
requirement on producers of publications to deposit thelr
works in designated institutions. Governments across the
world have shown their support for the legal deposit of
printed publications on the grounds of ensuring the
preservation, availability and recording of the published
output of the country for the benefit of the nation.

The development of new carriers for the storage of
information, traditionally produced on paper, has brought
about a fundamental change in thinking within national
libraries about future collection policies and storage
requirements and an awareness that in order to maintain
comprehensive collections of national publications for
present and future generations of users, it will  be
necessary to obtain an increasing amount of non-print
material. The Cenference of Directors of National Libraries
(CDNL) believes strongly that governments should provide
statutory rights to enable national 1libraries to receive
non-print publications through legal deposit. CDNL also
believes national libraries have a duty to serve current and
future generations of users to support scholarship, research
and enterprise and their main interests should be concerned
with the message, not the medium. However, CDNL recognises
that in cases where equipment to 'read’ non-print
publications no longer exists or is prohibitively expensive
o maintain, then decisions on selection criteria may be
affected by the medium rather than the message.

CDNL will concentrate con matters assoclated with electronic
publications because they offer national libraries the
greatest challenges of all of today's publishing media and
therefore provide the appropriate focus for collaboration.

Some national libraries have considerable experience in
handling non-print publicatlons. However, not all national
libraries are given such responsibility. Some countries
have dedicated national archives for those materials. CDNL
helieves future scholars and researchers will be assisted
greatly if union catalogues are developed to provide access
to the collections of the warious archives.
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LDEP 94/06

CDNL WORKING GROUP ON LEGAL DEPOSIT
AND ELECTRONIC PUBLISHING

Minutes of the first meeting of the re-constituted Group, held on Tuesday 31 May 1994, at the
British Library, 2 Sheraton Street, London, from 10.30am.

Present: Dr B Lang
Mr H-M Fagerli
DrPLlor
Ms | Parent
Mr B Rugaas
Mr D Tolt

Ms A Clarke

UK (Chairman)
Norway

South Africa
Canada

Norway

Australia

UK (Minutes)



5.

5.1

52

53

3.4

TERMS OF REFERENCE LDEP 94/02

Members considered the terms of reference of the original Group. They decided:-
(2) not to review the EUSIDIC definition of electronic publishing.

(b) to consider static and dynamic documents as two separate categortes and to
concentrate on issues associated with dynamic documents.

{(¢) to monitor European Commission work on legal deposit and electronic
publishing (see item 4 above) and develop model legislation.

(d) to consider supporting pilot projects in the field of legal deposit and
electronic publishing.

(e) to assess copyright issues.

()  to consider the feasibility of establishing a clearing house for information on
legal deposit and electronic publishing.

Ms Parent recommended that the Group should also propose a role for 2 national library
at least at the minimum level in collecting, maintaining and providing services from legal
deposit electronic publications. She also endorsed the view that the Group should
produce guidelines towards the development of model legislation. Ms Parent referred to
Jean Lunn's work "Guidelines for Legal Deposit Legislation", UNESCO, 1981, The
Group would seek UNESCO support for its work.

The National Library of Canada had identified five electronic journals produced in
Canada. Ms Parent hoped one of the Group's pilot projects might be to consider the

handling and storing of electronic journals. Another project might be to explore the
Internet to establish the types of material available on the network.

After considerable discussion, the Group decided its purpose should be to encourage the
enactment of legislation across a broad international basis requiring legal deposit of non-
print publications, by

creating a systematic means of discussing ideas and comparing notes (i¢ providing a
clearing house facility).

aiming to avoid unnecessary duplication of activity.
concentrating on issues unique to legal deposit and electronic publishing.

providing support for member nations' proposals for the legal deposit of non-pnnt
publications.

learning from one another's experiences.

3



Australia

The Australian Government is initiating a review of the Copyright Act which includes
legal deposit legislation for printed materials. The review should be completed by
December 1994.

The National Library of Australia receives a legal deposit copy of every Australian
publication for reference purposes. It purchases an identical copy for loan.

Voluntary deposit of some electronic publications takes place.

The ground rules for access to CD-ROMs deposited at the Library of Congress are being
considered as possible models for the National Library of Australia. The aim is to
develop a single NLA contract for all electronic publications.

Traditionally, the National Library of Australia has used IBM computer equipment. It
now receives non IBM-compatible publication media, requiring the acquisition of new

equipment and new skills.

It is difficult for staff to be expert in both curatorial and technical issues, and future
recruitment programmes will need to address this.

Two senior staff work full-time on policy issues associated with legal deposit and
electronic media. Five staff work part-time on technical issues.

A strategic decision was made to reduce the number of overseas publications purchased
because some of them are available over networks.

16k monographs per year are received through legal deposit.
20k serial titles per year are received through legal deposit.

The National Library of Australia expects to receive a supportive attitude from 1its
Government on the legal deposit of electronic publications.

Canada
Legal deposit legislation forms part of the Nattonal Library Act.

The deposit of a "book" is assumed to apply to the deposit of a print or a non-print
publication.

The National Library of Canada has only recently begun to exercise its right to collect
electronic publications through legal deposit. CD-ROMs and CD-Is are collected,

The National Library makes arrangements for access to CD-ROMs on a case by case
basis. Guidelines for use have been produced.



An ANC-affiliated think tank on education policy has set up a task team on library and
information services, which has proposed that the Legal Deposit of Publications Act be
extended to cover audio-visual materials as well as printed materials. At the same time it
has proposed a reduction of the number of legal deposit libraries from five to two. This
has led to bitter controversy. It will be difficuit, and probably counter-productive, to
remove existing privileges from any of the five legal deposit libranes.

Prospects for amendments to the existing legal deposit legislation are poor, partly
because of current uncertainty, arsing from recent political changes, concemning which
ministry will be responsible for library services.

South Africa is at an early stage of electronic publishing but is well ahead of other sub-
Saharan countries, which are handicapped by lack of connectivity. The State Library in
Pretoria has traditionally served as a focal point for resource sharing in Southern Africa,

and in the new political climate it hopes to assist in improving the flow of information in
Africa.

United Kingdom

7.1

Existing legislation applies to printed publications only and enables six copies to be
deposited.

The British Library is developing a case for the legal deposit of non-print publications.
Political and legal 1ssues are considered to be more of a problem than technical issues.

National archives are being consulted about the Library's plans. Publishers will be
consulted after a clear way forward has been reached with the national archives.

The UK Government recommends rationalisation of the existing legal deposit system for
print before development of a legal deposit system for non-print publications.

Publishers wish to keep contro! of the use made of their electronic publications. They
would appear not to be willing to allow remote access to their electronic publications.

Legal deposit legislation is the responsibility of the Department of National Heritage.

Over 72k monographs were received in 1993/94 through legal deposit. Over ¢k senal
titles (and 195k serial issues) were received in 1993/94 through legal deposit.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE CASE FOR
THE LEGAL DEPOSIT
OF NON-PRINT MATERIALS LDEP 94/04

The Secretary introduced the paper which formed part of a draft proposal to be
presented to the European Commission. It covered issues related to the development of

4



9.1

10.

10.1

11.

collection of Australian publications to grow. Mr Rugaas said the National Library of
Norway had adopted a policy of collecting as many publications as it could and would
ask its Government for additional resources if necessary. Members considered it would

be worth preparing a statement in support of the need to examine resource issues and to
seek UNESCQ's backing for the statement.

ELECTRONIC ON-LINE PUBLICATIONS LDEP 94/05

Mr Fagerli introduced the paper which recommended that national libraries should not
attempt to collect on-line publications but should seek to provide access to them. He
also recommended that frequently changing electronic texts be sampled; sampies would
require careful selection in order to ensure that a useful historic account of information
was collected for postenty.

ACTIONS

The British Library would circulate the minutes of the meeting with agreed terms of
reference and a covering note setting out key points of similanty and difference between
national libraries. Members would be invited to comment on those items which would
then be distributed to CDNL. members at the end of June, for discussion at Havana, in
August.

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The next meeting would take place on Friday 26 August, at Havana. The meeting after
next would take place at the end of this year/beginning of next.

The British Library June 1994
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CONFERENCE OF DIRECTORS OF NATIONAL LIBRARIES

Twentieth Meeting, held at the Biblioteca de Catalunya, Barcelona
August 29, 1993

Chair: Bendik Rugaas

L Attendance and Apolegies for Absence
Attending the meeting were the following dircctors and representatives:

Warren Horton (AUSTRALIA), Hans Marte (AUSTRIA), Basiamang Garebakwena
(BOTSWANA), Beatrize Helena da Costa Nunes (BRAZIL), Marnanne Scott
(CANADA), Ursula Schadlich Schonhals (CHILE), Sun Beixin (CHINA). Marta
Terry (CUBA), Vojtech Balik (CZECH REPUBLIC), Steen Bille Larsen and
Morten Laursen Vig (DENMARK), Riitta Maajarvi (FINLAND). Emmanuel Le
Roy Ladurie (FRANCE), Kurt Nowak (GERMANY). Banayotis G. Nicolopoulos
(GREECE). Viola Batonyi (HUNGARY), D.N. Banerjee (INDIA), Budi S.
Maswan (INDONESIA). Faramarz Masoudi (IRAN), Patricia Donlon (IRELAND).
Jun Takei (JAPAN), Lee Kyung Moon (KOREA), Andris Vilks (LATVIA), Viadas
Bulavas (LITHUANIA), Mariam Abdul Kadir (MALAYSIA), John B. Sultana
(MALTA), Mu'azu Hamidu Wali (NIGERIA). Bendik Rugaas (NORWAY), Adam
Manikowski (POLAND). Ivan Kanic (SLOVENIA), Peter Lor and P.E. Westra
(SOUTH AFRICA), Carmen Lacambra (SPAIN). Upali Amarasiri (SRI LANKA}.
Erna Roos (SWEDEN), Altinay Sernikli (TURKEY), Brian Lang and |. McGowan
(UNITED KINGDOM), Winston Tabb (UNITED STATES)

Also in attendance were the following:

Alix Chevallier (National Library of France). Abdelaziz Abid. Nathalic Dusoulier
and Wolfgang Lohner (Unesco), Graham Cornish (The British Library). Poort
Soltani (National Library of Iran), Mieko Hirano (National Diet Library), H.T. Shin
(National Library of Korea). Xavier Agenjo and Belen Altuna (National Library of
Spain), Manuel Jorba (Bibliotcca de Catalunya), Tuncel Acar (National Library of
Turkey), Suzannc Santiago (ISSN Centre)

Apologics for absence werc received from:

M. Aissa Ou Moussa Mohamed (ALGERIE). Gabricla Antuncs (ANGOLA), Judy
Blackman (BARBADOS). Alexandra Dipchkova (BULGARIA), Finnbogt
Gudmundsson (ICELAND), Israel Shatzman (ISRAEL). Kongdeuane Nettavongs
(LAOS). Alois Ospelt (LIECHTENSTEIN), Francoise B. Thybulle (HAITT), John
A. Aarons (JAMAICA), W. van Drimmeten (NETHERLANDS), Peter G. Scott
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Matters Arising from the Minutes

2.a

2.b

Membership of CDNL

The Chair noted that it proved difficult to keep the CDNL membership
mailing list updated and the list was passed around so that the members
could note any changes regarding names, addresses ctc.

Guidelines for Twinning of National Libraries

At the request of the Chair, Ms. Scott reported on the topic.

She underlined the need for guidelines to regulate the process of twinning.
Referring to the draft guidelines already worked out by Robert Doyle, she
proposed that UNESCO/PGI continue their work. Ms. Scott also underlined
the need for a clearing house to follow up this work.

Mr. Lohner stated that he had noted the proposal of Ms. Scott and that the
UNESCO/PG! would continue their work on such rules and suggested that a
joint proposal from UNESCO and CDNL should be worked out. Mr.
Ladurie referred to the French multilateral linkage with frenchspeaking
countries and stressed the importance of a multitateral approach in this
marter.

Ms, Scott referred to the relations between CDNL and IFLA’s Standing
Committee of National Libraries and commented that some members of the
Standing Committee were not aware of the role of CDNL. She
recommended that CDNL should strive to become more action-oriented in
the future, for example concerning the guestion of twinning. As requested.
she also reported on the meetings of the committee held during IFLA. The
Standing Committee is proposing to hold a workshop during the IFLA
meeting in Havana to discuss twinning and possible bitlatcral and
international action. The participants should represent national libranes on
a scnior level in order to facilitate the decision making process. Ms. Scott
also referred to the workshop arranged by the [FLA Section of National
Libraries carlier this week, the theme being "Cooperation. networking and
resource-sharing between national libraries”, and the project of an
international Conference on National Bibliographic Services in 1997,
planned by the IFLA Section on Bibliography. It would be most important
that CDNL, representing national librarics, should take part in the planning
of this conference as a co-sponsor. She also underlined the importance of
national libraries working actively concerning questions regarding
bibliographic records, including machinc readable records. and that CONL
keep hold of these questions and deal with them.

Mr. Westra noted that many developing countries cannot atford to publish
thetr nationa! bibliography and suggested help on 2 donatton basis to ensure



3.b

3.c

In responsc to a question from Ms. Scott as to the possibility of sending the
CDNL members the tables that have been worked out. Mr. Horton answered
affirmatively and said he would do so very quickly.

The Chair noted that the members. being national librarians. naturally arc
interested in this work and that further studies should be made. One way of
taking the matter further would be for the CDNL to approach the IFLA
Section on National Libraries and the Section on Bibliographic Control
which are both interested in this work. to explore the possibility of
cooperating in this respect. He asked the members to consider such a
procedure until CDNL's next meeting in Havana in 1994.

Preservation of Serial Literature

The Chair noted that he had received no communication from the Working
Group prior to the meeting. He therefore proposed that the matter be
postponed.

Legal Deposit and Electronic Publishing

The Chair noted that the Working Group was appointed some years ago to
discuss how. if at all. national libraries may collect electronically published
material. A report, prepared by Mr. Hans Martin Fagerli. Norway. was
presented at the CDNL meeting in Stockholm in 1990. This report is still
available from the secretanate.

The Chair underlined that these are important questions which should be
considered by CDNL. He informed that some of the members of the
Working Group, among them Mr. Horton and Mr. Fagerli. met on August
24 in Barcelona. and that he had received minutes of the meeting made by
Mr. Fagerli. According to these minutes. there are several ways to
approach the question of lcgal deposit and clectronic publishing (sce
enclosed minutes of meeting. August 24, 1993). The Chair presented the
conclusions from the meeting and asked the membership to voice their
comments.

Mr. Lang underiined that these are important questions to which one should
strive to find solutions. He expressed the hope that CDNL would continue
this work. admitting that there were considerable problems involved, for
instance the existing copyright system. and that the British Library would
appreciate support from other countries. Hc also confirmed that the Britsh
Library would be interested in finding solutions to these questions within
the CDNL framework. Mr. Ladurie informed that also France would be
interested in participating in such work.



transactions and flow of information between libraries. The Library of
Congress would like to take part.

Mr, Ladurie noted that CDNL could not be the sole parnner in such a
scheme. He proposed that [FLA or UNESCO should be properly involved.

Mr. Bille Larsen described the situation in Denmark. where it would be
necessary that national interlending is free of charge. To this, Mr. Comish
remarked that it would be possible to accommodatc spectal arrangements on
the national level within the universal system proposed in the voucher
scheme.

Mr. Filippov expressed support of the scheme and informed that the Russian
State Library would like to take part in the project.

Mr. Lang noted that the scheme had been discussed for some years and that
now was the time for action. The British Library will support the scheme
and funds will be made available for an upstart period.

Mr. Horton noted that he still had to be convinced of the viability of the
scheme before he could give it his support.

Ms. Scott suggested a system of special rates for developing countries and
raised the question of how to carry out payment. Mr. Cornish replied that
these questions are open for discussion. but noted that a system of uniform
price for vouchers sold and redeemed at the same price. would facilitate
payment,

Mr. Abid offered to send free copies of the UNESCO report on a voucher
scheme to the members who would like to have a copy. He underlined that
the proposed scheme will improve the situation and should be tricd out
under IFLA. The scheme will not replace other arrangements. but wiil
provide improvements. [FLA is ready to cooperate and UNESCO/PGI will
also provide help.

Mr. Ladurie wanted to know which currency to use for payment. Mr.
Cornish reptied that the vouchers had to be linked to one currency and
proposed that the coupons have a limited tifespand.

Mr, Nowak said that Germany will support the scheme which should be
handled carefully within IFLA.

The Chair concluded that the members were in support of the scheme and
that he would communicate this to IFLA and UNESCO. together with the

questions and remarks made at the mecting.

Mr. Comnish thanked the members for taking their valuable time to discuss



Congress. the Bibliotheque Nationale of France. the British Library, the National
Library of Greece and the National Diet Library of Japan declared immediately
their willingness to cooperate with the international Expert Commission and to
nominate, as soon as possible, an expert who would be closely associated to, and
work under the direct responsibility of the national librarians. It was understood
that other libraries would declare their interest of cooperation to UNESCO within
the next four to six weeks.

Mr. Filippov from the Russian State Library expressed his thanks to both UNESCO
and the CDNL, and gave a short presentation of the status of the library.

Mr. Lohner expressed his great satisfaction for the spontancous and positive
reactions from the membership and indicated that the work of the Commission
would enable to coordinate efficiently the bilateral assistance programmes which.
of course, should continue to be carried out.

The Chair concluded that the CDNL will stay in close touch with the members
prepared to assist in this matter, as well as with UNESCO/PGI, and act as a liason
in trying to facilitate the work carried out whether this be bilateral or through
multitateral schemes through UNESCO.

Report of the Sth Conference of Directors of National Libraries of Asia and
Oceania (CDNLAO)

Virgina Betancourt. Venezuela, gave a report on the activities of ABINIA, an
association of 21 national libraries from the Iberian peninsula and from all Latin
American nations. except Bolivia. The report ts enclosed.

Mariam Abdul Kadir reported on CDNLAO. See enclosed report together with the
paper on "National Libraries Group - Southcast Asia (NLG - SEA)".

Access to Electronic Catalogues of National Libraries

At the request of the Chair, Mr. Lang reported on the work of the British Library
concerning access to electronic catalogues of national libraries. The British Library
have invested heavily in this work over the last years. As of next week an Online
Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) will be available in all reading rooms of the
Library, and in October the OPAC will be accessible over the UK academic
network. JANet. for a twelve month trial period. One of the next major projects
will be to provide software which conform to both the European and American
standards available in order to provide access for other libraries. By mid-1994 the
Library hopes to have in place a demonstrator project involving the statf of up to
six national librarics. Network access requires expertise, and Mr. Lang invited
members to join with the British Library in sctting up pilot projects. He informed
that the National Library of Australia is intcrested, and, referring to his report



10.

11

work load is incrcasing. A major problem is the fact that not all the members of
the ISSN are equally prompt in paying their membership dues. She underlined that
any problems that caanot be solved by the national ISSN cenires, can be dealt with
in Paris. Further information is also available from ISSN headquarters upon
request.

The Chair concluded that ISSN is an important tool. but it is heavily dependent on
the active support from the ISSN membership. The CDNL members should all
seriously consider their relations with and their support of the ISSN Centre.

Time and place of the 21st CDNL Meeting

The Chair noted that the next IFLA Conference and CDNL meeting will take place
in Havana, Cuba. In 1995 the conference will take placc in Istanbul/Ankara.
Turkey.

Mrs. Terry wished the membership heartly welcome to next year's mecting which
will be held at the National Library in Havana. She had also noted the proposition
of the Chair and will try to arrange a get-together the evening before the meeting.

The Chair. on behalf of the membership, thanked Ms. Terry for her kind invitation.
Referring to previous discussions of the possibility of holding the CDNL meeting
during the week of the IFLA Conference. the Chair said he would Took into this
together with IFLA and the local organizers. He will also get in touch with the
Turkish colleague with a view to solving the question whether the 1995 CDNL
meeting should take place in Ankara or Istanbul where the National Library of
Turkey is situated.

Miscellaneous
10.1 NGO Roundtable, Tokyo 1994

The Chair. on behalf of CDNL. has reccived an invitation from FID to take
part in the above meeting which will be held during the 47th FID
Conference and Congress, 2-9 October 1994, Leading intemational and
regional associations and non-governmental organizations dealing with
differeat aspects of information will be invited. All NGOs together would
prepare a future oriented Resolution which would constitute a "manifcsto”
or reference document for future decades. [t is hoped that the Roundtable
wiil strengthen the collaboration between the information oricnted NGOs
and associations in the "information age”.

The membership expressed general agreement that CDNL should take part
in this endeavour. and the Chair will attend the meeting in Tokyo.
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CONL D/14

CONFERENCE OF DIRECTORS OF NATICNAL LIBRARIES

Statutes
and Rules of Procedure

Approved by the Conference, August 1990

Objectives

1.1 The conference is an independent association of chief executives of
naticnal libraries, established to facilitate discussicn and
promote understanding and cooperation on matters of common interest
to national libraries worldwide.

1.2 The Conference pursues its objectives through annual meetings of
its mempership, as well as through the initiation and support of
researchn and development activities by its committees, ad hoc
groups, and individual members.

1.3 The Confersnce. also pursues its objectives through liaison with
other international associations and organizations with which it
shares common objectives.

Mempership

5.1 Membership in the Conference is open to the cnief executive of the
national library of every country.

2.2 For purposes of membership in the Conference, a national library is
cne that conforms with the definition adopted by the léth General
Conference of Unesco in 1970 (see Apprendix I}.

5.1 Each country shall be represented by only one voting memper. Where

there is no single institution functioning as & national library
for the country as a whole, or where the responsibilities normally
carried out by a naticnal library (as outlined in the Unesco
definition) are shared betwaen two or more institutions or
officials, the government of that country may be asked to name a
voting member to the Conference. In such cases, a second
representative of the country will be permitted to attend the
meetings of the Conference in a non-voting capacity.
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shall extend cnly to the end of the term established prior to the
vacating of that office. A Chairperson sO elected shall be
eligible for re-election to the next consecutive term of office.

4.]0 The Executive shall have full power to act and speak cn behalf of
the Conference at any time between annual meetings.

Commnittees

5.1 The Conference may establish standing comiittees, task forces, ad
hoc groups, etc. or designate individuals at any time to undertake
studies, tasks or other responsibilities on its behalf.

5.2 Menbership on such committees and groups, and the delegaticn of
responsibilities to individuals shall not be restricted to members
of the Conference.

5.3 ALl charges to committees, groups and individuals shall be set out
in formal terms of reference approved by the Conference or by the
Executive on its behalf.

Secretariat

6.1 The Chairperson shall make such arrangements as may be deemed
appropriate to ensure that the support of a secretariat is
available to organize meetings, record minutes of meetings,
distribute documents, manage correspondence, etc.

6.2 The records of the Conference and the Executive officers shall be
transferred by the secretariat at the end of the term of office of
the Chairperson to the secretariat established by the newly elected
Chairperscn.

Finances
7.1 There shall be no fees for membership in the Conference.

7.2 Financial responsibility for the services of the secretariat shall
rest with the Chairperson.

7.1 The Conference, or the Executive on its behalf, may solicit
contributicns from the membership or from outside scurces to
support approved studies or projects.



Appendix I
Unesco Definiticn of "Naticnal Library”

»libraries which, irrespective of their title, are responsible for acquiring
and conserving copies of all significant publications published in the
country and functioning as a 'deposit’ library, whether by law or under
other arrangements. They will also normally perform some of the following
functions: produce a national bibliography: hoid and keep up to date a
large and representative collection of foreign literature, including books
about the country; act as a national pilbiographical information centre:
compile union catalogues; publish the retrospective naticnal bibliography.
Libraries which may be called 'national’ but whose functions do not
correspond to the above definition should not be placed in the 'National
Libraries' category.”

Unesce. Records of the General conference, sixteenth session, Paris, 1970,
paris, Unesco, 1971. 2 vols.
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CDNL 94/t
CONFERENCE OF DIRECTORS OF NATIONAL LIBRARIES
TWENTYFIRST MEETING
August 25, 1994, 10:a.m.

Biblioteca Nacional "José Mart"
Havana, Cuba

AGENDA

Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Adoption of the Agenda (CDNL 94/1}
Organizational Matters (CDNL 94/3):

3.1 Statutes
3.2 Election

Minutes of the 20th CDNL Meeting in Barcelona (CDNL 94/2)

Issues Related to Bibliographic Records (Warren Horton)

Legal Deposit and Electronic Publishing (CDNL 94/4) (Brian Lang)

Voucher System for International Interlending (CDNL 94/5) (Graham Comish)
Access to Electronic Catalogues of National Libraries (Brian Lang)

Reports from Regional Conferences concerning National Libraries

Links between CDNL and IFLA National Librarics Section (Peter G. Scott)

Public Relations and Marketing Efforts in National Libraries (CDNL 94/7)
(Bendik Rugaas)

UNESCO - "Memory of the World" (CDNL 94/8) (Bendik Rugaas)

UNESCO - The National and University Library of Bosnia-Herzegovina in
Sarajevo {CDNL 94/9)

The Rushdie Appeal (based on comments from the membership) (CDNL 94/10}
(Bendik Rugaas)

Time and Place of the 22nd CDNL Meeting

Miscetlancous



NASJONALBIBLIOTEKET Our care Our reteranca
Nationaf Library ongrway

The National Librarian

Your date Your reference

TO: Members of the Conference of Directors of National Libraries
FROM: Bendik Rugaas, Chairperson

SUBJECT: CDNL Meeting, August 25, 1994 - Agenda and Documentation

Enclosed please find the agenda for the meeting in Havana on August 25, together with
the following documents:

- Minutes of the 20th CDNL Meeting (CDNL 94/2)

- Organizational Matters (CDNL 94/3 and 90/14)

- Legal Deposit and Electronic Publishing (CDNL 94/4)

- Voucher Scheme to simplify Payment for International Interlibrary Lending:
Progress Report (CDNL 94/5)

- Public Relations and Marketing Efforts in National Libraries (CDNL 94/7)

- UNESCO - "Memory of the World"” (CDNL 94/8 with encl.)

- UNESCO - The National and University Library of Bosnia and Herzegovina
(CDNL 94/9)

- The Rushdic Appeal (CDNL 94/10 with encls.)

The meeting is organized by the Biblioteca Nacional José Marti and will take place at
this library which 1s situated at Plaza de la Revolucion in Havana. The meeting is

scheduled to begin promptly at 10:00 am. and to end by 5:00 p.m.

Those of you who will be represented by proxy at the meeting, are kindly asked to
provide them with copies of relevant documents.

I am looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible in Havana,

Oslo, July 5, 1994

Bendik Rugaas
CDNL Chairperson

Mailing Address. Vrsiting Address: Telaghane: Telefax; Email Address:
P.O.B. 2674 Soll Bygday alla 21 +47 22553370 +47 22 55 38 95 Bendik. Rugaas@rbl.no
N-0203 OSLO 0262 Oslo g=Bendik; s=Augaas; o=rbl; a=uninaf p=uninett; c=r"



CDNL 94/3

Organizational Matters

3.1 Statues

We enclose a copy of the CDNL's Statues and Rules of Procedure. In the iater
years we have witnessed a dramatic change on the global political scene, and a
number of new nations have emerged with their own national library. This has also
influenced the membership of the CONL. For new members as well as for old we
therefore send you the statues to ponder over in case you should feel that they
could be made even better.

3.2 Elections

At the CDNL-meeting in New Dehli in 1992, Bendik Rugaas was elected Chair-

person, and Peter Scott, Vice-Chairperson for the period 1992-96. At the same

meeting Mariam Kadir was elected second Vice-Chairperson, to fill the vacancy
after Stephany Ferguson who had left her job as national librarian of Jamaica to
take up a new position.

According to the statues it says in 4.9: "In the event that any one of the offices is
vacated prior to the end of term, an election shall be heid to fill the vacancy as
soon as is feasible. The term of office for the newly elected officer shall extend only
to the end of the term established prior to the vacating of that office. A Chairperson
so elected shall be eligible for re-election to the next concecutive term of office."

In response to this Mariam Kadir has expressed her willingness to stand for re-
election. No other candidates have been proposed so far. The formal election will
take place in Havana.

BR
30.6.94



CDNL 94/10
The Rushdie Appeal.

Last year the Chairperson - after having been approached in in this matter by
representatives for the authors, publishers, and booksellers organizations in
Norway on behalf of their European organizations - sent out the text for an appeal
on the Rushdie case to the CDNL membership. This resulted in a total of 27
replies. 24 support the appeal and 3 do not support the appeal.

Some of the replies in favuor have refered to official statments made by their
governments, and underlined that the National Library will have to follow the
policies chosen by the government. Canada can serve as an example, and | cite
from a statement made by Canada at a seminar of the Human rights Commission
in Geneva: "Canada therefore views most seriously the recently reiterated
declaration by authorities in one of our state-members of a purported "death
sentence” on author Salman Rushdie. This concern is unrelated to the contents of
any authors works, or to the highest respect in which the Canadian government
and people hold the religion of Islam and its teachings. However, as Canada's
Secretary of State for External Affairs, the Honourable Barbara McDougali, moted
in February 1993, "Salman Rushdie has become a symbol of the universal right to
freedom of expression”. We urge lran to rescind this declararion, demonstrating its
commitment to the basic principles for which this Commission stands.”

Simitarily the Library of Congress has refered to official statements made by the
President, and | have received the enclosed summary from the US Embassy in
Norway.

From Austria | have received a proposal for an additional paragraph between the
second and the third one in the appeal, to read as follows: "CDNL deeply respect
all confessions and religious beliefs but is also convinced that death warrant is a
very wrong and inhuman way to enforce acceptance of religious confessions”.

The three libraries that do not support the appeal underline that the book is banned
in their country and that the author is persona non grata. | enclose the covering
letter form our colleague in Pakistan that gives us a more detailed background for
not supporting the appeal.

At our Havana meeting | suggest that we decide on the position to be taken by the
CONL in this maiter.

BR
30.6.94



CLINTON MET WITH RUSHDIE TO REAFFIRM FREEDOM OF SPEECH
(But not to indicate support for attack on islam) (430)

By Alexander M. Sullivan

USIA White House Correspondent

Washington -- President Clinton says he met recently with author Salman Rushdie to reaffirm the right
of free speech, even for those expressing unpopular views.

1 did it,” Clinton said November 30 of the meeting, "to make the point that in our country -- in countries
who respect the freedom of speech -- freedom of speech includes especially the willingness 1o respect the
rights of people who write things we do not agree with.”

The meeting did not mean "that [ agree with the attacks on Islam in the book that Mr. Rushdie wrote,"
the president said, but, rather, that authors should not have their lives or their rights threatened because
of their writings.

The president said he has been studying the culture and history of Islam for more than 20 years to gain
an appreciation of beliefs held by millions of peopie.

"I respect the religion and [ respect the culture enormously,” the president said. "[ mean no disrespect 1o
the people who have that religious faith, but I do think ir’s important that here in the United States we
reaffirm” the need to "protect the physical well-being and the right to speak of those with whom we may
intensely disagree.”

The president said he understands that "our view..of free speech is different from that held by many
Muslims throughout the world, including many who are our friends. [ understand that.”

Clinton acknowtedged disputes among his advisers on the advisability of meeting with Rushdie, who is
under sentence of death pronounced by the late Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran. Rushdie was accused of
blasphemy in his novel, "The Satanic Verses.”

Rushdie had come to the White House 1o meet with Anthony Lake, Clinton's national security adviser,
and the president said he dropped by "to see him and shake hands with him and visit probably for a couple
of minutes.”

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution guarantees Americans the right to worship according to
their individual beliefs, and the right to speak out on a broad array of matters, including criticism of
government or of an organized religion.

The amendment, part of the Bill of Rights, states that "Congress shall make no law respecting an
establisnment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereot; or abridging the freedom of speech. or
of the press; or the right of the people peaccably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress
of grievances."

CHRISTOPHER MEETS WITH AUTHOR SALMAN RUSHDIE

Secretary of State Christopher met November 24th with British author Salman Rushdie at the White
House, fotlowing a short meeting between Rushdie and the president, McCurry said.

"The secretary’s intent was both 1o underscore the death threat that exists against Mr. Rushdie and the
pounty that has been offered for him by [ran." he noted, and (o "stress to him and to make the point

publicly that such threats and such bounties are incompatible with basic standards of international
conduct.”

McCurry added "the meeting retlects the U.S. conviction that freedom of speech is a fundamental human

right, and there's probably no better example of those rights being threatened than the author Salman
Rushdie.”

NNNN
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GOVERNMENT OF PAKISTAN
Mr. Abdul Hafeez Akhtar, (Ministry of Education)

Director General. DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARIES
Phone:214523. NATIONAL LIBRARY BUILDING,
Constitution Avenue

tslamabad. the. 29%th. Dec., 1993.

VO&ISCfV'}j'—D"Q-

Dear Madam:

This is a well known fact that if any attempt is made
to erode the authority,sanctity and integrity of our Holy Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him) then the whole edifice of Islamic
philosophy, culture, civilization will crumble down. We believe in
Allah (God) today as He was told by our Prophet. Allah Himself made
the Holy Prophet "mercy" for the whole universe. The Muslims know
how dear Muhammad (PBUH) is to Allah and for that matter Allah
would not care for the lives of hundred thousands infidels who do

not pay respect to His beloved Prophet.

Rushdie's novel "Satanic Verses" has no educational or
research value but is a deliberate atftempt to hurt the religious
feelings of millions of Muslims around the world. The publication
and possession of such literature has created hatred among various
segments of humanity which is not the objective of libraries.
Blasphemy against the most sacred, revered, valued, and counted
upon personalities of different religions is the worst kind of
violation of basic human rights of millions of fellow beings

possessing a particular faith.

We the librarians are supposed to work for peace and
harmony in the communities we serve and should avoid being played
in the hands of pressure groups. I therefore regret that I do not
support the appeal issued by CDNL regarding the FATWA on Sulman
Rushdie who is accused to blasphemy against the Holy Prophet of

Islam.

With best regards.
Sincerely yours, N T

ol = T N
j?’/z’z:/ — T - O
(ABDUL HAFEEZ AKHTAR)



Original: French Parts, July 1993

First meeting of the International Regional Consultation on the
Consultative Committee of the Conservation. Protection and
"Memory of the World" Programme Promotion of the Documentary

Heritage of the Countries of
Central and East Europe

Pultusk, Poland, 12-14 September 1993

'MEMORY OF THE WORLD’ Programme

Suggested guidelines for the
protection of endangered manuscripts and archives

by

Jean-Marie Ammoult

UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION

General Information Programme
and UNISIST

(PGI-93/WS/14)
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PREFATORY NOTE

This document was prepared by Jean-Marie Armoult, Technical Director of the Bibliotheque
Nationale, Paris, under a contract entered in to with the International Federation of Library
Associations and Instdtutions (TFLA).

As the time available for this task was limited, the author could not consult as widely asplanned
the proressional organizations and experts concerned with the protection of the documentary
heritage of the worlid.

So this is just a rough outline or suggestion, as indicated by the utle, as to guidelines for the
protection of endangered manuscripts and archives. The document is limited to the sketching out
of the general framework of the 'Memory of the World’ programme. The aim is to provide
participants in: the two Puitusk meetings with a basis for discussion. A version revised in the light
of the discussions and recommendations of these two meetings will be published by the General
Informaton Programme (PGI), UNESCO, and circulated woridwide.
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0. INTRODUCTION

The 'Memory of the World’ programme represents a new approach to the preservauon,
restoration and making known of the heritage. While the documentary heritage of libraries and
archives has to be made available to a wide range of users, since it may be regarded as so deeply

engraved in our collective memory that there is a clearly expressed will not to let it sink into
oblivion, the technical and financiai facilities required to reach this wider public, to involve the
authorides responsible, to restore this heritage, or at least ensure its conservation under the pest
conditions, have to be found too.

The object of this guide is to explain what led up 10 this new approach and to suggest
elements for discussion in accordance wiih the terms of reference. First, the heritage concerned
is presented in its context (Section 1), then the reasons why it needs protection are given (Secuon
2). In Sectdon 3 the objectives of the '"Memory of the World’ programme are set out, with
suggestons as to the main criteda for the selection of coliections and documents. In Secdon 4
methods of operation are proposed for the programme, while in Secton 3 a technical and
financial set-up is suggested, and in Section 6 a legal framework. Concomitant acton 1s

examined in Section 7.



The concept of heritage is thererore dependent on the approach adopted: etther the emphasis is
laid on the content, which determines a particular identificadon (an archive holding or a library,
for instance), or the emphasis is jaid on the nature of the object (the materials of which it is
composed, for instance). These two approaches are often mixed up in the study of documents.
For the sake of clarity, a simple idendfication resting on the use of the materials of which the
documents consist will be adopted here.

1.1.1 Manuscnipt documents

Chronologically, manuscript documents are the oldest and their supports are the most

diverse. From lhe clay iavicls of Uie ASSyTiEns, tha papyri of the Egyptians and = ediaeval
parchments to present-day paper, manuscript documents have assumed many forms retlecting
methods of manufacture and production related to particular intellectual, histonical, gconomic and

social contexts.

So the most illustrious document by reason of its form or its substance will be found
alongside the most mundane. However, each one will in its own way bear testimony worthy of
the closest attendon. It is the specific character of the manuscript document which makes it so
valuable for the collective memory.

1.1.2 Prnted documents

The simultaneous development in Europe at the end of the fifteenth century of paper
manufacture and printing techniques using movable types revolutionized methods of distributing
and transmitting information.

It is of the nature of a printed document that it is not unique but exists in a number of
copies. This is its strong point, enabling as it does an indefinite number of users to use the same
information at the same time in different places. The speedy deveiopment of manufacturing
techniques made the printed document the soie vector of distribution right up to the end of the

nineteenth century.

As with manuscript documents, the heritage value of printed documents rests as much on
their aesthetic as on their intellectual significance. The fragility of these collections 1s also their
most specific characteristic. Paper is particuiarly subject to deterioration and newspapers and
periodicals, though they are of little vaiue when they first appear, soon become of such interest
that the care lavished on the conservation of these coliections is commensurate with the
difficulties encountered in this task. Discriminating between documents that form a part of the
"Memory of the World’ and documents of secondary importance requires an examination based
on the study of rigorous criteria.

.l



1.2.1 Archives

Jean Favier defined archives as "all the documents received or put together by an individual
or a legal entity, or a public or private body, as a resuit of their activities, arranged accordingly
and stored with a view to possidie use’.

This definiton shows very weil the diverse nature and quality of the documents which can
be regarded as belonging 0 archive collections: manuscripts, printed matter, audiovisual
documents, COmMputer supports. An archive document thus becomes such by virtue of the function
artributed to it and not because of its nature, or physico-chemical composition.

]
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Unlike archives, libraries exist for the purpose of collecting, conserving and making
available to users works considered singly. Their heritage function is exercised at several levels,
depending on the mission of the insttution concerned. Some libraries might be entrusied more
especially with the dissemination of knowiedge, whereas others might exist for the purpose of
conserving heritage collectons.

1.2.3 Private collections

One of the foremost characteristics of the heritage is of course that it is not coverned by
any parucuiar statute subjecting 1t systematically to a pubiic institution. It may therefore be
private, which sometimes makes access to it difficult, or even impossible. However, 1ts status
as a private collection should not be regarded as a reason for unconcern: its heritage value wiil
increase all the more and wiil be consolidated at the time when this heritage becomes part of a
public collecton.

1.2.4 Legal statutes

The major heritage coliections around the worid are generally public collections belonging
to States. In this case their legal status is clear. Libraries (national or large public libraries} and
archives (national and public archives) are subject to reguiations goveming the financial and
techniczi aspects of their operation, which make their collections accessible to the public
concerned and protect them from possible aberrations.



2. FRAGILITY OF THE HERITAGE
2.1 Prnciples of conservation

Whatever form it takes, whatever its nature, the library and archival heritage is particularly
fragile (Flieder and Duchein). Composed in the main of organic materials (paper, parchment,
leather, etc.}, in the case of traditional documents, or synthetic materiais that are often unstable
(magnetic tapes, disks, etc.), itis liable, in particular, to suffer damage due to physico-chemical
causes. It is also exposed to all manner of accidental deterioration which jeopardizes its chances
of remaining intact. A number of recent surveys have drawn attention to the difficulties
encountered by libraries and archives in conserving their collections in satisfactory conditions
(1986 Survey). In the light ot this information, one is oviiged iv conciude ihat the documentary
heritage is exposed to the danger of 'natural’ destruction due to inaction Or ignorance, and
accidental destruction due to powerlessness to intervene.

2.1.1 Buildings

The safety of collections begins with the quality of the buildings, which must guaraniee
both their security (protection against theft) and their physico-chemical integrity. Buildings
should enable one to organize the storing and consultation of collections under adequate
conditions. In particular, they shouid protect the collections from humidity and exueme
temperatures. They should also be designed to withstand as far as possible accidents likely to
affect them as a result of their geographical situadon - rain, wind, earthquakes, etc.

2.1.2 The environment

The quality of the environment is a determining factor in the satisfactory conservation of
collections. Whether it be a question of relative humidity, temperature or light, the most sensible,
indeed the most elementary precautions must be taken (Principles), having regard to the nature
of the documents.

Care should be taken not to forget that poilution of the air seriously affects collecuons;
gaseous pollutants and dust contribute to the deterioration of the materials of which documents
are made. This is a general problem of which the consequences are as yet little known and
difficult to control inasmuch as it is clearly a worldwide phenomenon.

2.1.3 The consequences
The materials of which documents are made quickly deteriorate under unfavourable

conditions of conservation. The more chemically unstable the materals are, the faster they
deteriorate. Paper. since the second half of the nineteenth century, quickly deteriorates as a result

7



hard to fight except by adopung preventive Mmeasures designed to mitigate the effects on the
collections. Each year brings its round of disasters with the monsoons and other climatic
variations.

(b) Avoidable disasters

A number of accidents are due 10 an oversight or carelessness on the part of those
responsible for the collecdons. It would appear that the lack of maintenance of buildings 15
sometimes the cause of minor incidents with serious consequences: everyone knows that a hole
in a drainpipe leads to the seeping of water into the wall and the proliferation of mould with
disastrous effects on collections. By means of regular supervision of buildings and equipment,
constant attendon to fire PIEVENLON insmllations, monitoring of climatic conditions to detect any

dangerous extreme, it is possible to avoid incidents which, though sometimes not important in
themselves, have adverse effects on the collections.

It happens too that seepage leads to remarkable discoveries: It was owing to a leak in the
coof of the Great Mosque of San'a that fragments of manuscripts of astonishing historical value
were discovered after heavy rains.

(c) Acts of war

It would be tempting to include acts of war in the category of avoidable disasters.
Unfortunately, recent experience shows that although wars are no doubt avoidable, they are none
the less a blind reality and libraries are not spared any more than are human lives. The list of
libraries destroyed or heavily damaged by acts of war, bombing and fires (whether or not started
deliberately) is long.

2.2.3 Inventory of losses

No list has yet been drawn up of library and archives coliections which are lost, or
endangered owing to the poor conditions in which they are placed. The Alexandrian Library is
no doubt the most famous historical exampie. There have been others since that time and
unfortunately the list is not closed.

2.3 Remedies

Today modem techniques allow of making good certain deficiencies. In particular, greater
attention is given to the quality of new buildings and to the renovation of old ones. Preventive
conservation is dealt with in studies which are distributed among library and archives
professionals and authorites to alert them to these aspects. Considerable efforts have been made
to encourage basic and applied researcn, real investments to discover the causes of the
deterioration of collections, to explain them and to introduce preventive measures. Technological



12.3.3 Restorauon

Restoration techniques have for decades now benefited by research carried out in
specialized laboratories on the materials of which documents are made. As a result, much more
is known about these materials from both the physico-chemical and the historical standpoints.
The effects of climatic conditions and poliution have been carefully analysed. Techniques for
treating documents with greater regard to their archaeological interest have been developed.
Whereas restoraton has sometimes been considered an end in itseif, it is now seen as a means
not only of conserving documents but also of learning more about them.

The poilicy of the main restoration workshops is therefore to select methods of treatment
carefully and to reserve tem for eocuments which really need them. More scientific restoration
based on fuller awareness of the historicity of the object is undoubtedly a guarantee of

faithfulness in the eyes of researchers, who want above all to be in contact with the reality of
the object and the materials of which it is made.

2.4 The means

The preservation and the conservation of collections demand special financial and technical
means and human resources. With the realization of the fragility of the materials, the cost of
repair, the amount of the investments required, considerable eiforts have been made for some
years now. Information is circuiated periodicaily and seminars, study days and symposia are
organized to alert professionals and persons in charge of institutions. These efforts need sull to
be continued, so that the goals may be attained of course, but above all so that the library and
archival heritage will not be irremediably lost.

Reaiisticaily, efforts should be brought to bear on such essential aspects as staff training
and the circulation of relevant information.

2.4.1 Staff training

Staff training is necessary, indeed indispensable, fortwo complementary Ieasons: AWareness
that, in view of the goals set, the task is so great that increasingly large numbers of qualified
staff of different categories will be required; awareness that technicians must be trained to have
4 more pragmatic and holistc approach in keeping with the new needs of conservaton.
Conservation rightly understood presupposes that all the techniques, including the merely

protective ones, are assimilated and applied correctly.
Projects should theretore deal with initial training in schools for iibrarians and restorers.

They should above all provide for further training for staff in service to improve and maintain
their ievel of proficiency.

11



3. THE "MEMORY OF THE WORLD’

3.1 Presentation

The library and archival heritage is a form of memory of the citizens of the world, an
active memory of such importance that constant care is required to keep it always accessible n
the form most convenient for the needs. This requirement was the starting point of reflection on
the "Memory of the World’ programme, viz. bringing to light and making known heritage
collections so as to contribute to their safekeeping.

o -l
3.1.1 Defimunen

Any document, whether manuscript or printed, whether intrinsicaily an archive document
or part of a library collection, may be regarded as an element in our collective memory in the
widest sense.

The importance and the value of such coilections vary considerably, nevertheless, and all
are not of a nature to belong to the memory of the world on the same footing. So we must ask
ourselves from a more selective standpoint which archive and library collections are likely to
constitute the most representative part of our collective memory, the "Memory of the World'.

3.1.2 Objecuves
The purpose of UNESCQ’s 'Memory of the World’ programme is to save from destruction
or abandonment archive and library collections whose value and importance as a testimony 0
human genius are considered such as to make their protection essential.
The protection of these collections has two objectives:
- making them known at two levels, having regard to the needs of university research and
the interest of a wide public;
- finally conserving and restoring them.
To attain these objectives attention must be given to the implementation of means or :
- selecting collections,

- identifying needs for the protection of the collections selected,
- working out programmes to cover the scholarly, technical, financial and staffing aspects.

13
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3.2.2 National criteria

1.  Historical interest
2. Literary interest
3. Documents relating to a particular event of great importance to the nation.

3.2.3 Physical cntenta

1. Material and physical interest of the document, which must be conserved in its
ricrinal state as an example of a technology.

Acsihictic and ardsdc aspects - distnguished binding, unusnal decoration or other

elements adding o the value of the document.

Documents unique on account of the materials of which they are made.

4. Physical state of the collections and documents (need to act quickly to save them).

[

(o8]

3.2.4 Contextual criteria

1. Importance of a series of documents (archive coliection).
2. Importance of a series of documents in a pariicular setting (archive or library
collection including the premises).

2.5 Criteria related to a dangerous situation

1. Emergency rescue of documents in a serious state of disorder owing to some
incident.

Emergency classification: rescue of documents in anticipation of a dangerous situation
likely to disturd them.

1-J

3.2.6 Other criteria

Other criteria might be put forward on the basis of the importance of certain documents
or certain collections. Only criteria for the "vertical’ selection of documents and coliections have
been proposed here. There are exampies to show that it is no doubt possible to effect "honzontal’
selections in order to group collections on national or even international themes or subjects.

As an instance of a "vertical® selection, one might quote the Archives générales des Indes
in Seville (reproduction of traditional archive documents on paper, without prior thematic
selection), and as an instance of a "horizontai’ selection the 'American Memory Program’ of the
Library of Congress, which effected a seiection based on the illustration of the history of the
United States independenty of the material support of the informaton.

15



4. OPERATION OF THE 'MEMORY OF THE WORLD’ PROGRAMME

The proposed chain of decision-making is organized in accordance with simple principles
and links. At the first level a working group would examine the documents and collections on
the basis of the criteria accepted. At the second level a working group would make a technical
assessment of the dossier received and submit it to UNESCO for approval.

4.1 First level: Selection of the documents

At the first level a working group, or committee, would seiect collections subjected to a
"Memory of the World® investigation. This would be a national-level scientific committee made
up of library and archive professionals, researchers, specialists and experts known for their
conpetence wl die Deld of tie documeilay hertlage aid representatives of the authorites in
charge of the institutions concerned or representatves of the owners or persons in charge of the
collecdons or documents.

The task of this committee would be to select dossiers from among those submitted and to
seek other dossiers on the basis of any information it may obtain concerning collections which
would appear to come within its scope. It would then investigate these dossiers, paying special
attention to the following aspects:-

1. Advisability of selecting the dossier for the "Memory of the World'.

2. Consistency of the proposal with potential user needs (study of the unmet demand).

3. Study of technical solutions for the reproduction of documents and circulation of the
products obtained.

4. Preparation of the scientific phase of the dossier.

5. Study of the financing of the operation on the basis of the technical solutions adopted.

6.  Proposed conservation treatments for the collections concerned and cost evaluation.

7.  Proposed plan of action.

Members of this committee wouid be appointed by the national authorities in agreement
with UNESCO.

Once the dossiers had been investigated they would be forwarded for consideration oy an
international comumittee.

1.2 Second level: Putting together of the dossiers

An international committee made up of representatives of the professional associauons and
of experts appointed by UNESCO would be entrusted with putting together the technical dossiers
forwarded to it, checking their consistency with the objectives of the "Memory of the World" and
the feasibility of the financial set-up proposed.



5. TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL SET-UP

The purpose of the "Memory of the World’ programme is to make it possible to consult
documents and collections which are difficult of access owing to their physical state or their
location and to promote the documentary heritage by means of wide distributon. For this
purpose the reproduction techniques best suited to the needs must de resorted to. The necessary
financing and partnerships would be sought on the basis of the solutions adopted.

5.1 Technical solutions advocated

Photographic reproduction is considered the most flexible technical solution and the one
best suiied 0 he needs of Loraries and arvilves. The reasons for this choice are as foilows:-

Photographs can be taken easily even under unfavourable conditions.

The material support of photographs is both reliable and durable.

A duplicate, working copies or copies for consultation are quickly to be had.
Many copies can be made from the same negative.

By-products can also be made.

The pictures are legible with high-performance readers that are reasonably priced.

[ LU, I R WS T 0

The weak points of photographs must be mentioned, however. These are:-

Their conservation is rather trcky.

The quality of the reproduction is sometimes indifferent.

The search for a particuiar picture is long and tedious, even with an automatic
retrieval system. ‘

4. The cost per picture is fairly high owing to the cost of the raw materials and the
labour required for its production.

LUPS T O Y S

Nevertheless. attention should be drawn especially to item 3 of the advantages of
photography - the possibility of obtaining by-products derived using other technologies which are
evolving very fast. Digitized pictures of satisfactory quality and cefinition can now be obtained
from a photograph.

The advantage of digitization is that digiuzed information can be processed in accordance
with anticipated needs. whether the complex needs of researchers or the idle cunosity of the
public at large.

To conciude, the procedure proposed may be outlined as follows:

- A photograph would be taken of the document to be protected.
- Prints would be made for consultation and eventual publicauon.
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2. From the standpoint of the parmers:

- the estimated cost of making and distributing the products decided on;

- the estimated amount of the rights of reproduction and use of the pictures and
other products made;

- the estimated amount of the profits likely to be gained over a stated number

of vyears.

Technical and financial partners’ proposals conducive to the adjustment of the ambitions
of the owrers of the collections concerned would therefore have to be carefully studied when the
budget was being drawn up.

5.2.2 Identificaton of parmers

The scientific commirtee, for its part, would have to prepare a budget esumate and an
appeal document designed to facilitate contacts with possible partners.

Partnerships may be of two kinds:

|, Technical/financial partnerships. Contacts could be established more quickly, but the
joining of the two aspects of the dossier might be detrimental to transparency;

(o8]

Financial partnerships on the one hand and technical partnerships on the other. With
this solution the two aspects of the dossier are dissociated, buta consortium or other
managing body of that kind would have to be set up to avoid ambiguities in the
sharing of responsibility.

523 Guidelines for the financial management of the dossiers

Each 'Memory of the World' dossier should exist distinctly from the financial standpoint.
It seems obvious that common management of the dossiers could only be unnecessarily complex
and adverse to the "Memory of the World’ programme as a whole. In other words, it does not
appear advisable that a dossier which is in deficit should become a liability to one which Is

profitable.

Each dossier should be independent as regards both its substance and its administration and
financial management.



6.3 Legislation applicable

In the case of public collections, the legislation of the country concerned would be
applicable, in conjunction with UNESCO’s rules of procedure. In the case of private collections,
the legisiation applicable would be agreed between the owner of the collection and UNESCO.

Shouid the project involve collections located in several countries (as, for instance, with
transverse projects) or in the hands of different owners, as many contracts and conventons would
have to be drawn up as there were partners concerned.

£.4 Administration of the receipts

A contract between UNESCO and the owner of the collections and documents would lay
down the way in which the receipts were to be administered (see 6.2 above). These funds would
be earmarked for the protection of the coilections reproduced in accordance with the plan of
action submitted to the scientific committes. At all events these funds would be administered
under the supervision of UNESCO, which would see that they were put to good use and which
should be able at any time to ascertain that the collections concerned were penefiting from the
funds intended for them.

In the case of private collections, the administrators of the funds would be placed under
the direct authority of the scientific committee. In the case of public collections, the funds would
be administered by the administrative and financial authority governing the institution responsible
for the collections and documents reproduced.



8. CONCLUSION

The 'Memory of the World' programme fits into a series of activites undertaken by
UNESCO, or by the professional associations and other bodies with UNESCO support, t0
preserve the documentary heritage. These activities have proved useful, so those who iniuated
and promoted them should be reassured that their efforts need to be continued 1in the long term.

The purpose of the "Memory of the Worid" programme is not to duplicate these efforts,
but to complement and extend them by introducing different concomitant action. If it were a
question of proposing a microfilming campaign, the existing workshops could just be
strengthened and there would be no need for any new structure. If it were merely a question of
training staff io some aspect of Librananship, the existing training centres need only be given
sdditional means. If it were a question of promoting or holding exhibitions on the heritage, it
would be unnecessary to mobilize so many efforts for an isolated and short-lived activity.

What is involved is a new approach to the heritage. Emphasis is laid on the accessibility
of the most precious and the most illustrious part of what must be called the "Memory of the
World’. At the same time, this involves the seeking of means of conserving the heritage in a
fashion worthy of the importance attached to it. Recourse t0 techniques whose advantages are
already recognized by the specialists is a deliberately forward-looking choice, which should
contribute to the development of the working tools essential for the research of the future. These
means should also allow of making products which will enable a wider public to get to know the
heritage.

The combining of these aspirations with commercial processes that are just out represents
an attempt to solve the serious economic and financial probiems encountered in the protection
of the documentary heritage. Failing almost immediate attention, and failing the funds required
fer the mere conservation of the documentary heritage of many developing countries, a part of
the *Memory of the World" will have vanished before the twenty-first century dawns, and we
shall bear that heavy responsibility.

We must use our imagination to devise at the same time 'Memory of the World’ projects
each of which has to have its own spirit and independent existence within a 'Memory of the
World’ scheme. This is perhaps the only prerequisite for the success of the programme.



CDNL 94/9

THE NATIONAL AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARY OF BOSNIA AND
HERZEGOVINA (NUB)

From UNESCO we have been informed that the initiative taken at the last CDNL
meeting in Barcelona concerning the Russian State Library has been most
productive: for these reasons and despite different circumstances, Unesco would
find it most useful if similar arrangements for NUB could be made during the
forthcoming CDNL meeting. The problems to be handled are: the building, the
management/personnel, the collections.

In view of the particular conditions in Sarajevo, books already collected or still to
be collected cannot be easily channelled to Sarajevo. Unesco would therefore
support that consideration should be given to the establishment of an electronic
library (at least for the University library function). This and the other tasks to be
performed, could require physical presence af at least one expert for a longer
period.

A representative from Unesco will give further details at the meeting.



