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Disclaimer

The findings, interpretations and conclusions expressed in this report are those of the authors and do
not necessarily represent those of the Ministry of Environment or the United Nations Development
Programme. ECODIT does not guarantee the accuracy of the data included in this report. The
boundaries, colors, denominations, and other information shown on maps and images in this work
do not imply any judgment on the part of ECODIT concerning the legal status of any territory or the
endorsement or acceptance of such boundaries. The Ministry of Environment, the United Nations
Development Program and ECODIT assume no responsibility of any kind for the use that may be
made of the information contained in this report.



Preface

Welcome to the third edition of the State of the Environment report in Lebanon, with a slightly
revised title “State and Trends of the Lebanese Environment” in line with global calls to not only
understand the current situation but also assess current trends and future environmental change.
Funded by the Lebanese Government/Ministry of Environment (MOE) in coordination with the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), this edition follows two earlier versions, the first issued in
1995/1996 with funding from the Mediterranean Technical Assistance Programme through the World
Bank and the second in 2001/2002 with funding from the Lebanese Government in coordination with
UNDP.

This SOER is part of the Program of Work of the MOE for the years 2010-2012, prepared in line with
the Ministerial Declaration of the Government of Development and Improvement. Together with
other studies and reports, such as the World Bank funded Country Environmental Analysis and the
Cost of Environmental Degradation, they aim at strengthening the Ministry with the tools needed
to analytically diagnose the state of the environment in Lebanon, and accordingly better formulate
policies, plans and programs towards environmental mainstreaming.

Composed of a total of ten chapters grouped into four sections, the report unfolds with a brief
introduction followed by a chapter on Environmental Governance (Section I). Then proceeds Section
Il on “State of the Environment” covering the four environmental media: Water Resources, Air Quality,
Biodiversity and Forests, and Land Resources. “Environmental Priorities” are then discussed in Section
1, with a focus on: Haphazard Urbanization, Solid Waste and Energy Crisis. The report finally concludes
with an outlook titled “The Future Today” where two scenarios are compared: Market First (or Business
as Usual) and Sustainability First.

Prepared by ECODIT under the technical supervision of both the MOE and UNDP, this report benefited
from the contribution of many experts, as listed in the various chapters. The review involved a number
of professionals from both the public and the private sectors, in line with the participatory approach
adopted by the current Government, and highlighted in the title of the Program of Work of the MOE
for the years 2010-2012.

To all readers, professionals and businessmen, students and researchers, academicians and reporters,
politicians and decision-makers, and environmentalists at large, happy reading from the Ministry
of Environment team... and remember your opinion matters; so please send your feedback to

soer@moe.gov.lb.

Mohammad Naji Rahal
Minister of Environment
June 2011



Foreword

This is the third “State and Trends of the Lebanese Environment” report that has been published
to date and the second that UNDP is proud to have collaborated on with the Lebanese Ministry
of Environment. This edition not only provides an overview of the current condition of natural
resources and environmental management in the country, but also gives an analysis of past and
future developments across multiple different sectors. The overall impression left by the report is
alarming; although there has been commendable progress in many areas over the last decade, trends
do not indicate a sustainable future for Lebanon without strong political will to further integrate
environmental considerations across all sectors. It is crucial for politicians, policy makers, decision-
makers at both the national and local levels, entrepreneurs, academics, journalists and citizens alike to
be aware of the necessity to change our development approach to one that will safeguard Lebanon'’s
future generations.

Robert Watkins
UNDP Resident Representative
June 2011
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