o

e s jﬁr// 4 _

:‘j‘;.ij'h“)(,‘ﬁ:'..[;jﬁwly —}5 e : "
t

“ |
R

Lecdi g Udadl Clhodalislteen 5

BMB - LDK
Programme Monitoring Consultants to the
Office of the Minister of State for Administrative Reform
il Beirut - Lebanon

Memorandum

To: ' Dr Raymond Khoury, TCU Director, OMSAR
Mr. Atef Merhi, IDU Director, OMSAR
Mrs Roula Kabbani, EU Project Coordinator, OMSAR

 From; Dimitrios Sfikas, PMC Team Leader
Date: 15 October 2002
Subject: Mission Report to CAS - Development of Economics Surveys

for Lebanon.
Piease find attached for your review and approval the Mission Report to the Central
Administration of Statistics for the Development of Economic Surveys for Lebanon of
the short term Economic Survey Management Expert Mr. Hilmi Dabbagh.

Republic of Lebanon
Office of the Minister of State for Administrative Reform
Center for Public Sector Projects and Studies
(C.PSPS.)

PMC Team Leader



'ARLA PROGRAMME LBNB7-4100/IB/97/0687 -

Programme Monitoring Consultants

Document for Discussion and not binding OMSAR/PMC and EC

Development of Economic Statistics for Lebanon

August 15 — September 26, 2002
by Hilmi Dabbagh

Short Term Expert on Economic Statistics

OMSAR, Beirut, September, 2002



Summary )
Preparation for the Census of Buildings, Dwellings and Establishments (CBDE) was -
intensified during the summer in order to start the fieldwork operations -planned to
commence early August. CAS appointed a number of the fieldwork team members
and work started on an update of the building maps: However, in the beginning of
August, the Prime Minster’s Office requested to review the recruitment process of the
fieldwork team. This review is still underway and the consequence of this intervention
is that the work of the CBDE was practically put on hold since August 5, 2002..

Despite this impediment, the work on preparation improvements continued. An
outline for the publication of CBDE results was drafted and a tabulation plan was
prepared. In the context of discussing CBDE publications, important decisions that
could be universal for all CAS future publications, were taken by CAS management.

In the National Accounts area, a research on the software to be used by CAS was
initiated, a high level working-plan was drafted and questions relevant to NA needs
from the planned household budget survey were drafted.

Additional changes to the questionnaires for the business surveys were integrated.
Specific needs of the Banque du Liban were identified and included as well. A first
draft for a questionnaire for financial intermediation activity was completed.

During the Consultant mission an update of the technical assistance plan was agreed
on with CAS, OMSAR and PMC. An update of the monitoring sheet was also
completed. ' '

A monitoring mission requested by the EU with a specialist in official statistics
production visited CAS during the Consultant’s mission. The Consultant provided the
requested information and gave his comments on the developments within CAS.
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Introduction

The NA Consultant’s mission at the Central Administration of Statistics (CAS) took
place from August 15 to September 26. This is the fourth mission of this expert.

This report covers the work carried out by the Consultant during the mission.
Activities undertaken are grouped under four main headings as listed in the Terms of
Reference. A copy of this ToRs is attached in Annex 1.

According to the technical assistance plan drafted last April by EUROSTAT and
approved by the EU, this mission will be dealing with Component 1 of the project,
viz. the Census of Buildings, Dwellings and Establishments (CBDE) and start
preparatory work for the National Accounts component of the project. However, the
Consultant, due to work demands and priorities, was involved in a number of other
activities on the other two areas, i.e., business surveys and coordination of the project.
Such flexibility was implied when the aforementioned technical assistance plan listed
the Consultant’s missions. :

A one-week mission for the Consultant for Institution Building (Prof. Sten Johansson)
coincided with the NA Consultant’s mission. Fruitful discussions took place in all
interrelated areas.



Coordination of ARLA programme to CAS .
Given the delay occurred on the CBDE implementation mentioned later in this report,
the first question faced CAS was in regard of the timing of the Database Expert
mission pertaining to data processing of the CBDE scheduled in September. CAS
perceived that the mission has to be postponed. The Consultant dealt with this issue in
coordination with Mr. Chris le Blanc, the ARLA Technical Management Expert.

The Consultant held two meetings with the OMSAR’s coordinators, Mrs. Kabbani
and Mrs. Alamedine. In the first meeting, together with Prof. Johansson, a review of
the progress using the monitoring system drafted last mission was presented. The
difficulties encountered and suggestions on how to deal with them were discussed in
both meetings. In the second meeting an updated technical assistance plan for the
period of six months from October 2002, based on the current TA plan, was discussed
and agreed on after consultation with CAS. The Consultant was asked to coordinate
contacts and get CVs for future experts missions. Preliminary contacts have been
already established with the expert for business surveys sampling.

At the end of the mission, an update of the monitoring sheet was produced and
discussed with the Project Coordinator in the presence of the PMC Team Leader and
PMC Technical Management Expert” Since the last update in July, only two expert
missjons took place; viz. Prof Johansson and the NA Consultant. The updated
monitoring sheet was also presented to CAS, OMSAR and EUROSTAT and is
attached to the report in Annex 2.

The Consultant prepared a hard copy of all project expert mission reports from
inception to date for easy reference by all users. A soft copy is also now available with
the Consultant and the PMC Administrative Coordinator (Beindy Dagher).

During the Consultant’s mission a Monitoring and Evaluation mission took place.
This mission included, in addition to the usual two monitors for the ARLA project , an
expert specialized in the area of official statistics, Dr. Athanassia Xenaki. The
Consultant met all three monitors, separately had long discussions with Dr. Xenaki
and provided the information requested.



The Census of Buildings, Dwellings and Establishments (CBDE) 2002

Recruitment of Fieldwork Team

The recruitment procedures were organized under the supervision of the CBDE
Higher Committee consisting of Dr Tutelian, the Director of Administrative
Directorate, Head of Administrative Affairs Department in the Directorate and the
four Statisticians in CAS.

The starting point for the recruitment process was preparing the document “Principles
of Resorting to Persons from outside CAS to Carry out Statistical Undertakings”. The
document consists of seven pages and duly signed by Dr Tutelian. It conforms to the
Lebanese Civil Service regulations for hiring temporary staff in the government
agencies.

For each category of the CBDE fieldwork team, the document points out the
qualifications required, brief job description and remuneration. The categories
include: interviewers, team leaders, controllers, supervisors (in charge of the
operations on the governorate level), editors and coders, GIS trainers, ILOT digitizers,
data entry operators and statistical table producers.

This.document was declared to the public on the bulletin board in the main entrance in
CAS during the two weeks opening period for the applicants as was advertised about
these positions in four main newspapers in Lebanon. The two weeks period also
conforms to the civil service regulations.

CAS has also prepared draft contracts for each position of the fieldwork team. The
contract encompassed a brief job description for the tasks pertaining to each position.
All applicants were also asked to fill in a questionnaire designed by CAS to establish a
database for all those who work in fieldwork operations for future needs. The
questionnaire covered the applicant identification data, qualifications, previous
experience, time availability and preferred work geographical area.

Previously, CAS occasionally used to inform the Lebanese universities and higher
colleges about its need for temporary staff for fieldwork operations. But this time Dr
Tutelian restricted the notification to the public by advertisement through the media to
guarantee equal opportunity for all applicants.

Total-number for fieldworkers as planned is 906. CAS received 1236 applicants, but
only 1175 were eligible applicants as per the conditions of the recruitment. The
difference is mainly due to the condition of having the Lebanese citizenship for ten
years. 140 candidates withdrew from the recruitment process either before or after the
training course. 1058 candidates started the training course but only 961 persons
completed it. After netting the withdrawals 724 candidates were tested in the field.
Out of these 620 persons were recruited. Details of numbers by each position category
are outlined in a table below.

Recruitment process seems to have gone very smoothly without any complaints except
one case. A candidate sent to a newspaper a complaint that his application was
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ignored and he was not contacted to attend the training course. The CAS human
resource staff assured that he was contacted and a message was left at his home. When
propping deeper into the cause of the problem, it was found that due to a human error,
his phone number was mistyped in the contacts list, and thus the phone call was made
to a wrong household. Needless to say that one human mistake in 1236 applications

should not be of a concern for anyone.

Tablel. CBDE recruitment data

Category Planned All applicants [Eligible  [Trained [Withdrawn* |Field [Recruited
positions C tested
[nterviewers 600 770 738 652 131 438 413
Team leaders - 100 98 93 7 22 71 71
Controllers - 85 124 122 - 76 46 59 48
[Editors & coders 40 140 135 93 15 92 38
Supervisors 9 i4 14 14 9
Digitizers 20 9 8 8
Data entry operators 40 63 59 46 13 46 32
(GIS trainers 2 8 6 1 5 I 1
Table producers** 10 10 - - - - -
Tota} 906 1236 1175 961 237 724 620

*Withdrawn at the different stages; before, during or after training or moved to a different category.

** Recruitment is postponed until later stage, when data is almost processed.

CBDE Fieldwork Blocked

With the successful &)rﬁpletion of training course and the ready preparations for all

census administrative and technical requirements, the fieldwork operations were ready

to launch.

On July 31, CAS officially appointed 9 supervisors, 71 team-leaders and 8 ILOT
digitizers. On August 1, the supervisors and team-leaders were sent to the field to start
working on updating the ready ILOTS to reflect the changes on buildings as opposed
to the maps they were given. The appointed digitizers started directly working in the
office using the special software after getting trained on their tasks. On August 5,
whilst CAS was about to officially appoint the 413 interviewers, Dr Tutelian received
a written request from the Prime Minister Office to provide a list of all applicants and
all those who have been recruited for the CBDE for a review and approval by the
Prime Minister, who is also the minister responsible for the CAS. The CAS in
response prepared several lists that included: all applicants, applicants who have been
rejected for failing to provide all needed documents, those who did not fulfill the
condition of being Lebanese citizen for at least ten years, applicants who failed to
attend the training course, applicants who did not complete the training course, those
who withdrew after the training course and finally those who completed all the
requirements, passed the test and were consequently eligible for appointment. These

lists were sent on August 12.




On August 19, CAS decided to stop the work of the already appointed team as a
precautionary measure until the approval on the rest of fieldworkers is granted, as the
work of the CBDE cannot be partitioned and if the interviewers do not do their work
the census cannot be implemented. CAS did not receive an official response from the
PM office before September 16. The letter that is dated on September 13 and signed
by the DG of the Council of Ministers requested three further clarifications on the
recruitment process. Dr Tutelian replied to the letter clarifying where the answers to
two out of the three new questions could be found in the lists sent earlier, while the
answer to the third question is to be found in the document titled “Principles of
Resorting to Persons from outside CAS to Carry out Statistical Undertakings”, which
was sent to PMO earlier than the afore-mentioned lists.

The delay in of the fieldwork operation had and will have several negative impacts on
the current and future work of CAS. This includes:’

1. The CBDE is the perquisite for the other components of CAS work plan
for building the economic statistics system. The CBDE will provide a
high quality sampling frame for all business and households surveys
including the planned household budget survey for 2003. The first round
of business surveys planned for 2003 with 2002 as reference year will also
be completely dependent on samples withdrawn from the CBDE
establishments register. This means that the time plan for these
components may have to be reviewed and consequently the work on
national accounts estimates has to be re-planned.

2. For the number of persons engaged in the businesses, the CBDE
questionnaire has June 30 as the reference point of time. This is an ideal
reference point as it represents the mid year date. With the delay of the
fieldwork operation, the reference point has to be changed, as most
businesses in Lebanon may not hold records for their workforce and
therefore it creates a quality issue if asked after a long period of time.

3. The majority of the fieldwork applicants were university students. The
fieldwork was planned to be completed before the start of the coming
academic year late September, or some short time after that depending on
the university. If CAS now tries to conduct the fieldwork, assuming an
approval is shortly granted, many applicants would not be able to
participate due to their education commitment. There is also a risk that
non-student candidates have already found other jobs in the meantime and
that the whole recruitment process must start all over again or that a
second round of recruitments must be carried out.

4. Those who can participate in the operation would need to be re-trained
given the time elapsed since the training course. Cost and time factors
involved have to be considered. Needless to say that those who will be
recruited to compensate for the withdrawals will need to go through the

- training course as well.

5. CAS staff learned that many applicants were considering other jobs when
the opportunity of working with CAS arose and therefore they have
discarded other opportunities or commitments giving the priority to the
CAS job. This is very unfair for those applicants.
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6. This discouraging experience for the applicants could cause negative
response on CAS future manpower needs for any fieldwork operation. It
would be very unconstructive if manpower becomes an impediment for
surveys and censuses implementation. :

Documents Preparation -

Despite the above-mentioned impediment, preparatory work for the CBDE was
carried on.

After the completion of the training course, CAS CBDE team conducted 2 field test
for the trainees. Although a pilot survey was carried out previously, but this test was
also meant to test the questionnaires given that some further changes were introduced
last time.

The consultant was involved in reviewing the test filled in questionnaires. 27
questionnaires were reviewed and several questions and issues were pointed out.
These points were discussed with Mr Ziad Abdulah and Mr Nader Keyrouz, two
statisticians in the CBDE Higher Commnittee who were also in charge of the training
course. Resolutions on these points were reached and documented. The document (in
Arabic) is attached to the report in annex 3. There were twenty points that needed
some minor changes in the questionnaires or further clarification in the manual, while -
there were six points that indicated the need for some further clarification in the future
round of training.

Among the points in the first group was the agreement that the interviewers would
answer only with the number of the proper choice for the multi choice question as
opposed to the previous instructions required both the text and the number of the
choice. This change entailed thorough and involving changes to the manual. Other
examples are: the treatment of multi-activities establishments, treatment of doctors
who rent a time window in other doctor clinics, agriculture producer selling on the
side of the road and buildings and dwelling cases that would be difficult to complete
all their questions due to their status.

During the consultant absence, CAS staff completed detailed job descriptions for the
fieldwork team as well as for all the office work teams. The CAS staffs have also
produced a well thought off editing and coding document for the treatment of CBDE
returns. The latter document was reviewed by the consultant and discussed with the
statistician in charge. It was then amended by CAS staff to reflect the changes
occurred due to all improvements mentioned above. The progress in all these areas
made it possible to proceed in the production of final version for both fieldwork and
office work manuals as was previously agreed on by the CBDE Higher Committee.

GIS System

As was reported before, the urban areas were covered by satellite images that were
taken from the Army. Supplementary images for the rural arecas were recommended by
the GIS expert to be purchased from the exclusive agent for Russian satellite images
in Lebanon against 26,000 Euro. CAS has already completed all the digitizing and
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produced ready maps for the CBDE fieldwork team covering 6000 ILOTS in the
urban areas.

On August 3, the CAS received from the Minister of State for Administrative Reform
a letter advising that, due to regulatory reasons, the EU delegation could not approve
the purchase of the Russian satellite images. However, European images could be
purchased for 400,000 Euro as opposed to the 26,000 Euro for the Russian images.

CAS decided to quit the usage of these images. For Rural areas CAS will follow the
“old fashion” hand sketches. After the fieldwork update of the ILOTS with the

surveyed buildings, they will be digitized using topographic maps provided to CAS by

the Department of Remote Sensing in Lebanon.

Data Processing

The hardware and software needs for CAS recommended by the data expert were
tendered internationally according to the EU regulations. The tenders will be opened
in October and then it will take one month to prepare the contract and two months
time for material delivery. So CAS should receive these equipments around mid
February 2003.

In order to process the CBDE data with reasonable speed, CAS is planning to rent
some PCs. Then the machines used currently for the GIS work will be allocated for
data entry when all GIS work is completed. However, there is a concern that the
budget item that can be used for renting the PCs is not enough to for the time period
needed to process the data in the most efficient manner, but it seems CAS does not
have-any other option in this area.

CBDE results publications

The consultant worked with the statistician in charge on the tabulation plan for the
census tables. 27 tables were drafted, 16 for buildings and dwellings and 11 for
establishments. One comparison table between 1996 and 2002 data were drafted for
both buildings and establishments. These dummy tables (meaning have no data) are -
currently being produced on Excel by CAS staff.

The consultant recommended publishing the CBDE results in two separate reports,
one for buildings including the dwellings and one for establishments. Major argument
- for such separation is that users would mostly be interested on one area or the other,
which makes separate reports to be more relevant and economical. CBDE Higher
Committee headed by Dr Tutelian adopted the recommendation.

CAS Publications Content and Format
With the discussions over the CBDE results publication, some points that are

universal to all CAS future publication were relevant and therefore were discussed on
this basis.
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Content of CAS statistical reports

Given that all statistical surveys and censuses, regardless of their area, have many
commen features, the consultant recommended to the CAS to adopt a standard outline
for all CAS reports. CAS DG approved the concept. The consultant together with a
CAS statistician prepared a draft outline that was discussed by the DG and the four
statisticians in CAS. The agreed-upon outline is attached to the report in annex 4. This
outline will be used in the CBDE report.

Foreign language

Lebanon uses French as the official foreign language. CAS previously published in
Arabic and French and tried to include English in some publications as well to satisfy
the need of some users, especially international organizations. However, when using
the three languages the reports tables become a bit crowded and not very elegant to
present.

Dr Tutelian decided to have both CBDE reports in two versions. The first would be in
Arabic and English and the second in Arabic and French.

Numeral format

It was agreed to use the Arabic (currently called Latin) numbers format in all the CAS
reports, whether in the tables or in the numbers that come in the text. This is much
more handy and makes it easy to produce and read.

National Accounts

Work plan

Together with the statistician in charge of National Accounts Department, a high level
plan for producing national accounts of Lebanon was drafted. The plan, which is
attached in annex 5, was based on the following principles and assumptions:
- Basic data from planned surveys and administrative records are available on
time.
- That CAS tries to publish the NA figures for a reference year before the end of
the next year as in the international practices.
- The expansion in the compiled aggregates and details of accounts is gradual SO
that every year some more details are added.
- The household budget survey for 2003 will be implemented in order to be able
to build the supply use tables for 2003 as a basis for 2003 GDP.
- That the work plan for price indices is implemented on time.
- There are more university graduates with suitable specialization joining the NA
department before March 2003. -
- That there is a full cooperation between CAS and the Banque du Liban to
mutually calculate international income and transfers needed to compile some
NA aggregates.
- The agreement between CAS, Ministry of Economy and Trade, Eurostat and EU
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delegation last April was considered. -
- Ministry of Agriculture is able to provide data with reasonable quality on
agriculture activity.

- That there is enough technical assistance provided to CAS in all economic
statistics areas. :

- Plan is flexible and to be adjusted based on progress in all needed building
blocks for the compilation exercise.

Given that the experience so far has proved that such assumptions may easily not
materialize, the work plan at this stage is to be considered as an internal document for

~ CAS and does not constitute any commitments before external parties.

A rudimental detailed task list the rest of 2002 was also drafted together with the
statistician in charge of NA Department.

National Accounts software

A preliminary research to decide on the NA software to use in CAS was initiated.

ERETES

The consultant contacted the Eurostat to have information about ERETES in English.
A power point presentation was received.

ERETES was developed under the sponsorship of Eurostat, the French Ministry for _
Cooperation and INSEE. It is based on Progress database with Builder interface. The
preséntation states that it is a multi user, multi post software.

A mission for installing and training on ERETES under MED-NA visited CAS on
May 2001. The expert suggested a detailed implementation calendar that extends from
first semester of 2001 to first semester of 2005. Six missions for installing and
training are suggested and some 5,200 Euro total costs is estimated for Progress
database purchase; 4300 Euro for the administration terminal and 300 Euro for each
one of three suggested additional users terminal.

In order to be further educated about the software, an email was sent to both the
Moroccan and Tunisian central statistical offices inquiring with specifics about their
experience with ERETES, as these two countries seem to have used it for the
compilation of their national accounts.

UNSD software

An email was sent to the United Nations Statistics Division (UNSD) inquiring about
the software they recommend. To the consuitant’s information a spreadsheet was
developed by the previous inter-regional NA expert in the UN. However, the UNSD
provided another contact person, Mr Vu who was also contacted in his return. But
unfortunately no response was received until the end of the current mission.
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NA needs from the household budget survey

The household budget survey would be the best source of data to cover income and
transfer transactions for the households sector (as one of the five sectors defined in the
1993 SNA). It would also be the best vehicle to cover the production of the informal
activities. The latter as was defined in an earlier mission in agreement with CAS staff
include all those producers who don’t have clearly defined premises for production
that would be counted in the establishment census.

Draft questions to be included in the HBS were discussed and agreed on. Those are
attached to the report in annex 6.
Economic Surveys

The integrated five economic surveys

In a previous mission the consultant worked with CAS staff on drafting the
questionnaires for five integrated surveys covering industry (mining, electricity and
water, and manufacturing), internal trade, services, transport and construction
contractors. A draft manual for industry survey was also prepared.

A visit to Banque du Liban (BDL) was organized. On September 3, the statistician in
charge of NA department together with the consultant visited Ms Claud Sa’adeh and
Rula Na’oum in The Department of Statistics and Economic Research in BDL, which
is in charge of preparing the balance of payments (BOP).

The system of the five integrated surveys was explained to BDL staff and then the
draft questionnaire of industry survey was presented-to BDL for them to check on the
questions they would need for the BOP. The latter would be a base for the planned
Rest of the World Account in CAS NA work plan.

On September 20, CAS received the feedback from Ms Sa’adeh. The suggestions
revolve on one point. Where the questionnaire requested goods, services and transfers ..
values to be broken down into local or external, Ms Sa’adeh suggests collecting these
on the basis of resident and non-resident concept. Partially, the change was done for
some items while it was not possible to do for others for conceptual or practicality
reasons. '

Discussions with BDL staff covered other areas including the intended comprehensive
reporting system recommended by the IMF and covering all banks-in Lebanon called
International Transactions Reporting System (ITRS). The BDL will implement this
system starting from January 2003 and is currently training all banks staff on this
system. However, the ITRS covers only transactions over 10,000 $US and is
obviously limited to transactions taking place through the banking system. -

Discussions also covered definition of residents with respect to non-Lebanese labors
working in Lebanon. Discussions covered availability of data on compensations of
both residents and non-residents. BDL advised that there are some estimates.
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However, until the ITRS is in place, there is no data on net property income from .
abroad. Both these items are vital to compile the Gross National Income for Lebanon.

Considering BDL requests and other issues, further discussions for preparing the
questionnaires for the first round of the surveys occurred during this mission. A new
draft for the five surveys was agreed on and CAS staff will work on their production
SOO0M.

Financial intermediation survey

A questionnaire for financial intermediation survey was drafted. This survey is to
cover banks and financial institutions and money exchangers.

The CAS statistician in charge of NA contacted the relevant section in Banque du
Liban to check the data that all banks are requested to provide to BDL on a regular
basis to verify if these data would be sufficient for the purposes of NA compilation.
CAS got a copy of the form the BDL use. The form is extremely long and exhaustive
with respect of bank financial transactions and assets, however, it does not inquire
about the inputs nor the components of the value added, such as the compensation of
employees, consumption of fixed capital and taxes. Therefore a survey for these
institutions seems to be inevitable. The survey would cover all banks and other
finapcial institutions working in Lebanon 1 and a sample of money exchangers.
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Annex 1 -
Terms of Reference
Expert for National Accounts and underlying system of
economic statistics
ARLA-PMC Project

1. Background Information

According to Lebanese Law, the Central Administration of Statistics (CAS) is
responsible for establishing the system of economic surveys that is necessary for the -
compilation of National Accounts. In practice, the system must be built practically
from scratch. There is a sampling frame only from 1996 that must be updated.
According to the strategy plan adopted by the CAS in November 2000 and updated in
April 2002, a new census for the buildings, dwellings and establishments will be done
during this year 2002. This census is planned, among other things, to update the
sampling frame for a set of annual economic surveys to be launched in 2003 with
2002 as reference year and then be repeated every year afterwards. Data on household
consumption and production will be captured by a household budget survey for the
reference year 2003. SUT-methodology will then be applicable for 2003, which can be
referred to as the base year for the Lebanese National Accounts.

2. Proposed specific objectives

The ‘main purpose of the expert’s several missions is to advise the CAS staff on the
design of the establishment census and the set of annual economic surveys needed for
National Accounts compilation. This includes the questionnaires, the manuals, and
pilot surveys as basis for the final design of the set of surveys. The expert is also to
advise the CAS staff on the compilation of National Accounts according to the 1993
SNA.

3. Main activities to be undertaken
3.1 Sampling frame for economic surveys / CBDE

Assist the CAS staff in the design of the Census of Buildings, Dwellings and
Establishments planned-to. be carried out during the current year 2002. In
particular this includes collecting the primary data on all economic establishments
in Lebanon needed to establish a high quality sampling frame for the set of annual
economic surveys. Task includes preparation of all design documents as well as
assistance in drafting the reports.

3.2 Economic Surveys

Assist relevant CAS staff in the planning of business surveys to start for the first
round in 2003 with 2002 reference year. This includes design of questionnaires,
manuals and other documents covering the different industrial branches in Lebanon.
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3.3 Compilation of National Accounts

a) Provide theoretical training to the CAS staff on the concepts of National
Accounts according to the 1993 SNA.

b) Advise the CAS staff on the compilation methodology for the GDP from
both production and consumption sides. This includes the preparation of
the surveys and administrative data sources to be used in the compilation
exercise.

c) Assist the CAS staff in establishing preliminary requirements for the
preparation of the supply-use table as a basis for the GDP compilation for
the year 2003.

d) Cooperate and coordinate the activities of the specialized experts who
will provide complementary technical assistance in specific NA areas.
This includes the expert for the financial intermediation industry,
government sector and rest of the world account to guarantee seamless
technical assistance to the CAS staff.

3.4 Coordination of ARLA programme to CAS

In full cooperation with the team leader, coordinate the missions of the short-term
experts to the CAS. This includes:

a) Draft the TORs for all short-term experts in consultation with the team
leader and the CAS.

b) Ascertain that the experts get all what they need to complete their
missions — this covers access to the ground information the experts need
to analyze the current status. It also includes explanations and discussions
with the short-term experts on the structure of ARLA programme to CAS
and all relevant technical mutual sides. _ _—

¢) Provide feedback on the expert’s reports in consultation with the team
leader and CAS staff.

4, Location
Central Administration of Statistics, Beirut
5. Profile of the expert

Degree MA or PhD in Economics, Statistics or Business administration; Fluent in
English or French;

At least 5 years of recent experience of work with business survey design and
management and national accounts compilation in a national statistical institute;
Experience as technical assistance expert in developing countries to assist in
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business survey design and management and compilation of national accounts. .

6. Expectéd duration and start date

2,5 man months, divided into two missions one month in June and 1,5 man-moths in
August/September of 2002 The exact timing of the second mission will depend on the
timing and progress of the work in the CAS.

7. Expected outputs

Progress reports to be submitted to the PMC team leader in English before the end of
each mission or directly after that.
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Main results
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